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Swing the eighth notes!
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MEMORIZING

By Mildred Hill
and Patty Hill

Happy Birthday To You
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Memorizing a short song or piece is a great skill to practice, especially with favorites such as 
Happy Birthday. To begin memorizing a piece, look for pattern in the music. Does the melody 
go up, down or repeat? What is the rhythm? In Happy Birthday the first phrase ("Happy 
birthday to you") is eighth-eighth quarter, quarter, quarter, half. Once you have analzed the
music, learn a small section (1-2 measures), keeping your fingering consistent. Then put the 
music aside and try playing the section without looking. Keep practicing with and without 
music until you have memorized your section. Learn the next small section the same way. 
When you have the second section analyzed and memorized, play the two sections together, 
with and without the music. Practice mentally while away from your piano, recalling the 
patterns, and singing the melody. Don't worry if you forget your section the next day; it takes 
time for the brain to assimilate information into long-term memory. Practice in sections until 
you have your piece memorized. Then continue to review your piece for your repertoire!
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INTRODUCTIONS
You can use the last phrase of a song as an introduction. 
For Happy Birthday, play this phrase, then raise your head 
to cue your singers to begin with you in the first measure.
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